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[57] ABSTRACT

A compact, versatile voting machine is disclosed hav-
ing adaptability for use with various vote registering

devices such as tally counters and punch card appara-
tus. The voting machine includes a selector mecha-
nism having a series of parallel columns housing voter
operated key slides. A vertical interlock mechanism
includes ball housing blocks which are alternately dis-
posed between the key slides and house displaceable
interlock balls in a tool line. The cam blocks are ad-
justable to limit the effective length of the tool line to
establish groupings of candidates from which a single
selection can be made. A magazine at the top of each
column is adjustable to permit multiple selections
from a grouping. Actuation of a key cams the inter-
lock balls into the tool line, and when a predetermined
number of voter selections have been made no addi-
tional keys can be actuated as they are blocked by the
tool line. A row of adjacent horizontal keys can also
be interlocked to established selection groups as typi-
cally found on a general election ballot. A bar is
moveable to horizontally interlock adjacent columns
by introducing locking pins into a position to be
cammed by actuation of a key. A drive mechanism as-
sociated with each column permits the voter to vote
straight party and clears the machine to ready it for
another voter. The drive mechanism includes cam
controlled clutches that operate four-bar linkage ele-
ments to depress or return the key slides. A judge con-
trolled mechanism locks the machine between voters.
For various voting requirements, judge operated cam
arrangements are cooperable with the horizontal lock-
ing pins and the four-bar linkage to selectively lock
out partial or entire columns or rows of key slides.
The key slides are provided with a voter viewable but-
ton that registers a visible, luminescent “X” when a
key is voted.
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